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"We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in 
order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the    

glory of the Father, we too may live a new life."  Romans 6:4, NIV 
 

 
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 
 

 In catechism class this week we had “Baptism Show and Tell.”  I 
asked the kids to bring in mementos of their baptisms:  baptism            
certificates, photos, baptismal gowns, banners, bulletins, etc.  I also got to 
show them my baptism certificate, which to their young eyes looks like something Indiana Jones           
unearthed from an ancient tomb.  I was baptized on Valentine’s Day in the Year of Our Lord 1971. 
 

 Depending on your perspective, that may seem like a long time ago, but it’s not ancient history.  My 
baptism continues to benefit me on a daily basis.  And so does yours.  That’s why Martin Luther made 
this point:  Don’t say, “I have been baptized.” Say instead, “I am baptized.”  Baptism is not just        
something that happened in the past that has no real impact or meaning in the present.  Through Baptism  
a gracious God continues to shower his blessings upon us. 
 

 In baptism we are intimately connected to Christ.  Through baptism the benefit of Christ’s death on 
the cross is ours.  Our sins are forgiven.  Not only that, but through the faith worked in baptism we have 
been raised up from spiritual death to live a new life.  Through baptism the Spirit has implanted a new 
attitude in our hearts.  We no longer want to have anything to do with sin.  Instead it is our desire to live 
for righteousness as we live a life of love and service to both God and neighbor. 
 

 Sounds simple and easy, doesn’t it?  It’s not.  Just ask the Apostle Paul.  I do not do the good I want to 
do, but the evil I do not want to do—this I keep on doing (Romans 7:19).  Paul, a baptized and     
believing child of God, continued to struggle with sin and temptation.  We do too.  Every single day. 
 

 Baptism helps us in this struggle.  Baptism empowers and energizes us to fight temptation, to drown 
the Old Adam “by daily contrition and repentance.”  We confess our sins, remembering that in baptism 
they are washed away.  We trust in Christ for the forgiveness he won at the cross, knowing that in baptism 
the Spirit made that forgiveness my own.  We strive every day to turn away from sin and follow our 
Lord’s will, and Baptism gives us the strength we need for this daily struggle. 
 

 Look in the mirror.  What do you see?  A failure?  A fake?  A sinner?  Look again, and see yourself as 
God sees you.  His dearly loved, blood bought child, washed clean by water and Word, enlivened by faith 
to live for him.  Dear Christian, say it every day:  “I am baptized!” 
 

                                   ~ Your servant in Christ, 
                                            Pastor Daniel Sims 
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SUNDAY ADULT BIBLE STUDY PLAN 
 

 

Feb-Mar 2019 Angels and Demons 
 

Society today seems fascinated with angels and demons, to 
the point of obsession. This Bible study leads us through 
Scripture and digs out what it really says about good and bad 
angels. The power of God over evil and his use of heavenly 
angels will provide comfort for every Christian. 

 

April-May 2019 Paul’s Letter to the Philippians 
 

Philippians is often called the epistle of joy, and for good 
reason. In it the Apostle Paul shares the reason that believers 
can be joyful in every situation: We have a Savior! Our 
eternity is certain! Our joy in the gospel is what moves us to 
live in a way that glorifies our Savior. 

 

 The next session of BASIC BIBLE CHRISTIANITY, a fifteen-week 

overview of the Christian faith, will begin on Monday, January 28th.  Two 

different times will be offered: 1:00 PM and 6:30 PM.  We will meet in the Music 

Room on the lower level of the church.  This is an excellent class for those who 

are interested in joining Immanuel as well as those who just want to learn more 

about the Christian faith.  It also offers and excellent review for long-time 

members of the church.  To register or for more information, please contact 

Pastor Sims (920-763-3790, pastorsims@ilutheran.org).  

  

 Do you need some “recharging, refreshing” time?  No matter your age, as 
women, we are all in need of that.  Mark your calendars to join us on 
Saturday, February 2nd and 16th at 8:30 AM for a continuing study 
through the series entitled Fruit of the Spirit by Lane Burgland.  Jesus has 
called every believer to bear fruit.  Jesus said,    “...I chose you and 
appointed you to go and bear fruit—fruit that will last.” John 15:16  But what fruit?  This is an   
on-going Bible Study, you can join us at any time.  No need to purchase any materials, we have 
copies available.  We meet for one hour in the Conference Room located in the church office 
area.  We are currently studying the fruit of Patience...Patiently Awaiting; Patience as Love. 
 

 In March we will meet on the 2nd and the 16th.  This is a wonderful opportunity to be 
refreshed, grow in faith and friendship with your fellow sisters in Christ.  How will you bear fruit?    
   

 If you have any suggestions or questions regarding our Bible Study, please contact Judy 
Fuerbringer at 973-3355 or judynglenn@ameritech.net. 
   

mailto:pastorsims@ilutheran.org
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 With the start of the new year I thought it would be a 
good time for a financial update.  Since I addressed the 
congregation in November, Immanuel has had a tremendous 
outpouring of contributions during the Thanksgiving and 
Christmas seasons.  We are truly thankful for these 
contributions, but we still have a budget shortfall of just over 
$38,000 as of the end of December 2018. 
 

 The 2018 contribution statements will be issued soon.  Now would be an excellent time to reflect on 
how you have been blessed this past year and consider making an adjustment to your regular 
contributions. Please review the Planned Giving Brochure that is included with your contribution 
statement.  If you use direct deposit you can stop by the church office and pick up a form to adjust your 
contributions.  Or you can log into your account or set up a direct deposit account by going to 
www.ilutheran.org and clinking on the “GIVE” link. 
 
 Thank you for your generous response to our financial situation this past fall.  Prayerfully consider 
what you can do to support our church and school and help Immanuel move forward as a family 
glorifying God, growing in faith and leading others to Christ. 
 

                       ~Gary Markowski, Financial Secretary 
                        gmarkowski@att.net; 920-684-8318 

Men...Opportunities to Grow In Faith!!! 
 

 Men of Immanuel...here are opportunities just for you!   
 Check them out and join us!!! 
 

† Men’s Prayer Group meets on Tuesday, February 5th and 19th at 
 7:00 AM in the Gathering Room.  
  

† Men’s Breakfast Bible Study meets on Saturday, February 9th & 23rd at 8:00 AM.  

  Do you use your cell phone for everything?  Use it for your church offerings, too.  
Download the free Give+ app to make recurring offerings or one-time donations to 
Immanuel. It's available from Vanco Payment Solutions, our provider of online 
payment services.  It’s also a convenient solution whenever you have your phone but 
don’t have cash or checks with you. 
 

TO DOWNLOAD AND USE THE APP: 
♦ Search for "GivePlus" on Google Play or the App Store. 
♦ Download and install the free Give+/GivePlus app from Vanco Services. 
♦ Open the app.  First step to donating is to find the right "Immanuel" to receive your 
 offering.  Either use the location-based "Find Churches Near Me" feature or type in 
 "54220" to see a short list of Manitowoc churches, and choose Immanuel from there. 
♦ Once Immanuel is selected, you can continue with the simple process to donate from 
 your bank account, credit card, or debit card.  
 

    You can choose to create an account or donate as a guest.  To set up recurring 
offerings, you will need to create an account to store payment methods.  To login in 

the future, you will securely and conveniently use TouchID, PIN, or password.  Setting up an account 
also gives you access to your giving history. 
  
    Questions? Contact Gary Markowski, Financial Secretary, or Gaye Klein, office Financial 
Assistant.  
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REMINDER -- HOW TO MAKE A TAG REQUEST 
 

The TAG (Time And Gifts) Committee is here to help our 
ministries at Immanuel.  We connect your events and ideas 
for our ministries with the manpower and talents you need to 
make them happen!  Have an idea for your committee, or 
need help with a project at church or school?  Just 

email TAG@ilutheran.org (it goes to Tom Winter, TAG Director), and simply state what type 
of help you need.  We will use the database of survey results to find church members who have 
volunteered for the type of help you need, and will email you a list of names and contact 
information. 
 

WAIT, I WANT TO HELP! 
  

Haven't volunteered your time and talents yet?  We'd love for ALL of our members to fill out a TAG 
Survey.  Go to www.ilutheran.org/member-resrcs to fill out the online Time and Gifts survey, or 
pick up a printed survey from the Information Center at the back of church.  Pick as few, or as 
many, categories as you'd like, and then when Immanuel has a need in any of those areas, 
someone will contact you either by phone or email. 

  
 

 It can be said that this statement is the charge of the Christian congregation and also of the Immanuel 
Lutheran Endowment Fund (ILEF). 
 

 There are two phases in the operation of the Foundation.  The first is to make members of Immanuel 
aware of the opportunity to support the Foundation with our memorial gifts and our thank offerings for the 
blessings the Lord has given to us as we observe birthdays and anniversaries. 
 

 Secondly, we have the opportunity to submit proposals to support new projects or to revitalize former 
programs that are focused on “guarding and giving away the Gospel” as we carry out the mission of 
Immanuel.  Groups within the congregation who have a project that would enhance the ministry/mission of 
Immanuel were invited to submit a proposal for consideration in 2019.  Contact one of the ILEF committee 
members for a Grant Request Form which was to be submitted by February 2019. 
 

“Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father…” James 1:17a 

Committee Members 

Paul Kluenker—Chairman 

Paul Kunz       Tony Dick       Greg Schmill       Howard Wilsmann 

mailto:TAG@ilutheran.org
http://www.ilutheran.org/member-resrcs
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Mornings with Mommy & 
Mornings with Jesus  

 We had a wonderful Christmas celebration with our kids in 
Mornings with Mommy.  This month we had a special visitor - 
Ms. Ehlert, our preschool teacher.  She came to invite everyone 
to the preschool open house.  There was a lot of interest.  We 
would love to see our Mornings with Mommy friends in our 
preschool.  
 

  Our next sessions for Mornings with Mommy are 

Thursday, February 7th and Thursday, March 7th, from 10:00 AM to 11:00 AM.  
 

 Mornings with Jesus meets again on Thursday, February 21st and Thursday,        

March 21st, 10:00 AM to 11:00 AM. 
 

 Thank you to all the volunteers and for all your contributions so far, it all has been very 
helpful!  
 

 Our March theme is "Fun with Food." If you would like to donate, please place it in the back 
of church donation box          by March 1st: 
 

 ♥ Pasta (any shape any size)   
 ♥ Brown Pom Poms 
 ♥ Large White Paper Plates   
 ♥ Raisins 
 ♥ Multigrain Cheerios (2 boxes)   
 ♥ Fruit Loops (1 box) 
 ♥ Amazon and Walmart gift cards are also much 
appreciated. 
God bless! 
 

 If you know of anyone interested in attending, please invite them or contact Jaimie at       

920-242-4286, and she can send them a text invitation. 
  

 Look for more details on the Mornings with Mommy - Manitowoc Facebook page.  

Loving Arms Help Needed 
 

 Loving Arms-St. John Maribel, is looking for staff to help provide a fun, 
safe, clean, caring, Christian, educational experience for children.  We 
provide care for children from 6 weeks through grade school age.  We have 
immediate needs in our one and two-year-old rooms.  Full time hours are 
available Monday through Friday between 7:00 AM—4:00 PM and part time 
shifts are available in the afternoons, especially between 1:00 to 5:00 PM.  
However, hours are flexible.  Please contact Debbi Heiderich, (ECM 
Director), for more information, by email dheiderich@stjohnmaribel.com or 
call 920-863-5437. 



School News 
Our mission is to assist the families of our congregation and 
community in training their children, both spiritually and 

academically, through excellence in Christ-centered education. 

♥ February 1st to 3rd—Basketball Tournament at MLHS 

♥ February 8th to 10th—Basketball Tournament at MLHS 

♥ February 14th to 15th—No School—Northern Wisconsin 
         Teachers Conference  

♥ February 15th to 17th—Basketball tournament at MLHS    
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 On Christmas Eve, the children in our preschool through 8
th
 grades 

had the wonderful privilege of sharing the good news of the birth of our 
Savior through recitations and songs.  The service this year led us 
through the many “Signs of Christmas,” and how those signs can 
serve as reminders to us of the greatest gift ever given, our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ.  We thank the children, our faculty, and our staff 
for all of the hard work that they put in to helping the children prepare 
to share the wonderful Christmas message. 

 As of the printing of this newsletter, we were still about $900 short of our 
$10,000 goal for a new lighted church and school sign.  The new sign is 
replacing the current signage that is located on the north wall of the 
gymnasium facing Waldo Blvd.  The sign will be backlight with LED lights 
and will include our new logo.  It is our hope and prayer that the new sign will 

help make our church and school even more visible to the community as they will be able to 
connect our facility with the different mailings and printed advertisements that they receive in their 
mailboxes.  We thank our Partners in Education (PIE) group for heading up the raising of funds for 
this project.  If you would like to donate to the project, please contact the church and school office.   

School Safety Grant 
 

 The majority of the projects that we submitted under Wisconsin’s School Safety 
Grant have been completed.  Through the Grant we were able to upgrade our 
phone, intercom, and security video systems.  We also were able to purchase two-
way radios that are being used by our faculty and staff to enhance communication 
throughout the school.  All of the First Aid kits in our school were upgraded and 
each classroom has an emergency pack that includes items that could be used in the event of an 
emergency, and all of our classroom doors have been fitted with lock-down devices to prevent entry 
to the classrooms should an intruder enter the building.  The last grant project to be completed is 
shatter-proof window treatment for the classroom doors throughout the school.  We thank God for 
the blessing of almost $16,000 in grant money to complete these projects to help keep our students 
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 On Saturday, January 26th, we held an open house for our 
preschool through 8

th
 grade programs. The open house was 

targeted especially towards families who had children who were 
preschool or kindergarten age in our community.  We sent out 
postcards, posted banners along Waldo, created an ad from 
our Facebook page and our website, and used our church and school digital sign to promote this 
event.   
 

 While the Open House has already taken place, we could still use your help!  If you know of a 
family with a child who is not currently part of our school family, we would like to get in contact with 
them.  Please forward their names to either Mr. Wilson or Mrs. Menges, our secretary.  You are our 
best promoters!  Thanks for your help! 

PARTNERS IN EDUCATION—PIE 
 

 We are a collaboration of parents, staff, students and members to encourage student socialization 
and family networking, while supporting the faculty, staff and educational environment of Immanuel 
through fundraisers and community outreach events.  Serving this school year as officers are Dawn 
Welnicke, President and Becca Sweney, Vice President. 

 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS—2018-2019 SCHOOL YEAR 
 

FEBRUARY 
♥ Jan 28th–Feb 1st - Penny Wars—Collection is in each classroom. Math skills, competition, & fun.  
♥  4th-15th—Box Top Competition—please hand in your Box Tops in the collection boxes in the 
 Gathering Room, church office, or in the child’s classroom.  Our goal is to collect 2,500 box tops.  
 All students will share in a school  treat if the goal is reached. 
♥ 13th—Community Outreach—Join us from 3:15 to 4:15. ALL students and adults are welcome to 
 make Blankets & Pillows for the Domestic Violence Center. ALL are welcome to participate. 
♥ 19th—Counting Box Tops - Join us to count from 4:00 to 5:00 PM. 
♥ 26th - PIE Meeting at 6:30 PM  

MARCH 
♥ 1st—LAST DAY to turn in Milk Moola, the program is discontinuing thru Kwik Tr ip.     

Collection is in the Gathering Room, or church office. 
♥ 6th—Donuts with Dad - Calling all Dads of Pre-k thru 2nd grade.  Join your child for donuts 
 before school and then stay for Chapel afterwards. 
♥ 12th—PIE Meeting at 6:30 PM 
♥ 19th—Counting Box Tops - Join us to count from 4:00 to 5:00 
  

 IMMANUEL SCHOOL SIGN-HELP US PROMOTE OUR SCHOOL—Check out the 
poster in the Gathering Room to see the progress we have been blessed with.  Any questions, please 
contact Mr. Wilson.  
 REMINDER...we continue to collect Box Tops.  Feel free to drop them off in the collection boxes 
in the Gathering Room or in the Office.  Milk Moola is discontinuing. We will collect through March 1st 
only.  

 
Thank you for your support! 
 Please join us by attending an upcoming meeting or by contacting Dawn Welnicke 901-7378 or Becca 
Sweney 242-7502, to see how you can assist with our events.  We are looking for parent volunteers for the 
many events we have planned.  Our events help give back to the school, create social events for students 
and parents and support the staff.  
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Friday evening, Jar rod Pfarr  will star t us on our  journey with 
contentment, “Believe and Be Loved”.  He helps us to stand against the 
negative influences in the world around us.  On Saturday our three 
speakers will continue us on our journey of finding contentment.  
Naomi Schmidt will focus on “The Secret of Contentment.”  Julie 
Karbula, our second speaker, will lead us on “Just’ a Journey to 
Contentment.”  The last speaker of the day, Nicole Smith, will focus on 
“Strength in Contentment.”  On Sunday, Pastor Leon Ehlert will lead us in a Bible Study followed by the 
closing Worship Service.  Philippians 4:13, “I can do all things through Christ who gives me strength”.  
 

COST:  The cost per  person, if postmarked on or  before February 4th – $95.00.  If postmarked on or 
before February 26th - $105.00.  The registration fee includes a sandwich buffet on Fr iday evening; 
breakfast, lunch, and banquet dinner followed by entertainment on Saturday; and breakfast on Sunday.  
Saturday evening following the dinner, the Warnke Duo will share their gift of music with us.  The group 
consists of siblings, Adam and Emily Warnke.  They have been making music together for over a decade 
and love performing all types of music.  Both are graduates of Fox Valley Lutheran and have been heavily 
influenced by both traditional and contemporary worship music.  They look forward to making music with 
you! 
 

 For more information go to www.pathwaystochrist.org or http://pathways.martinlutheroshkosh.com.  
  

Check for informational brochures at the Information Center in the back of the Gathering Room.   



 How does one grow in grace and knowledge of our Lord?  There are so many 
ways and the Church Library is just one of many.   
 

 Fiction stories have the potential to impact the teaching of our Lord.  Jesus frequent-
ly taught his disciples and followers by telling stories-parables.  A novel or story may be 
a good way to talk about the impact of faith in your life in outreach to others.  There are 
many times when I read a fiction book which I then research in non-fiction to learn more 
about a subject.   
 

 Non-fiction is content (sometimes, in the form of a story) whose creator assumes re-
sponsibility for the truth or accuracy of the events, people, or information presented.  We have many non-
fiction books which I think sometimes get overlooked.  If you have a subject you are interested in you should 
check to see if we have anything available.  Information is knowledge.   
 

 Here is a breakdown of the Dewey Decimal classes which we use for the non-fiction books:   
000 Computer Science, Information, and General Works    100 Philosophy and Psychology   
200 Religion   300 Social Sciences  400 Language   500 Pure Science 600 technology  
700 Arts and Recreation    800 Literature   900 History and Geography.    
Hopefully this will give you a little direction in your search.  Otherwise feel free to browse the shelves. 
  
BOOK DISCUSSION GROUP: 
  

 Our Book Discussion Group will meet on Friday, February 8th, at 1:15 PM in the Gathering Room.  We 
will be discussing the book The Secret School by AVI.    
 Anyone that is interested can call Ellie Waege at 482-0906.         
                                                                                 ~ Laura Rozoff 

 You may stop in at the Immanuel  church library at any time. It is located in our 
church basement. You will find books, music, & videos. Check out is self-service.  
              ~ Laura Rozoff, Church Librarian 
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Gifts and Memorials 
 
† Our Immanuel Family— that we may  
 continue to trust in the Lord and His plans for us. 
 
 

♥ $900—General Memorial 
♥ $1500—School Gifts 
 

Pastoral Acts 
 

Funerals 
 

Mattie Belgum - November 9, 2018 
Eline Glaeser - December 26, 2018 

Fred Wegner - January 10, 2019 
 

Baptisms 
 

Daniel Ryan Merrill - October 3, 2018 
Liam Ryan Merrill - October 3, 2018   

sons of Michael & Mariuxi  

Member News 

Serving Our Lord 

2019 Church Council 
In order that we might keep the best line of 
communications open between the church leaders and 
the rest of the congregation, we publish the names of 
the current Church Council in the newsletter. This will 
provide you with a list of people to contact if you have 
any questions regarding anything happening in our 
ministry. You may also use the following e-mail 
address to contact the Council as a whole: 
council@ilutheran.org. (One e-mail sent to that 
address reaches all the Council members with 
e-mail.) 

 

Larry Verlinden, President 
Reed Kabelowsky, Secretary 
Matthew Strathmann, Treasurer 
Russ Vogt, Elders 
Gary Markowski, Financial Secretary 
Mitch Geissler, Family Ministry 
Ron Nicklaus, Evangelism 
Dan Smith, Property 
Tim Lindloff, Board of Education 

 
 
 
 
 
2/03/19  Early—Team 1A 
2/03/19  Late—Team 5 
 
2/07/19 Team 9—6:30 PM 
 
2/10/19 Early—Team 2 
2/10/19 Late—Team 6 
 
2/14/19 Team 10—6:30 PM 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

2/17/19 Early—Team 3 
2/17/19 Late—Team 7 
 
2/21/19 Team 11—6:30 PM 
 
2/24/19   Early—Team 4 
2/24/19   Late—Team 8 
 
2/28/19 Team 12—6:30 PM 
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02/03/2019 
      8:00 AM – Jason & Amy Muench 
    10:30 AM – Ron & Toni Nicklaus 
 
02/10/2019 
 8:00 AM – Howard & Shirley 
   Schmill  
    10:30 AM – Jerome & Germaine Krueger 
 
02/17/2019 
 8:00 AM – Daryl & Lisa Kliment 
    10:30 AM – Larry & Linda Verlinden 
 
02/24/2019 
 8:00 AM – Bea Buss & Harriet Kappelman 
    10:30 AM – Fred & Barb Heiderich 

Baptisms  
 

Lucille Pauline Gierke - November 25, 2018 
daughter of Gregory & Bethany (Kappelman) Gierke 

 

Maverick John Brockmann - January 6, 2019 
son of Mike & Christine Brockmann 

 

Camden Bruce Pleasants - January 12, 2019 
son of Aaron & Nicole Pleasants 

 

Accept 
July Denfeld from St. John, Two Rivers 

 

Transfer Out 
Adam Kieselhorst to Grace, Manitowoc 

Steve, Nancy & Jacob Demsien to Salem,  
Sturgeon Bay 

 

Release 
Colleen Ansbaugh  

 

Excommunication 
Jessica Schwarz 

 

 



Worship Schedule 
 

Thursdays:  6:30 PM 
Sundays:  8:00 AM and 10:30 AM 

 

Jesus Cares Worship 
 

Monday, February 11th—6:30 PM 
 

Devotional Service 
 

February 22nd—11:00 AM 
 

 

†   Pastor Daniel Sims—763-3790 
 pastorsims@ilutheran.org 
  

† Church Office—684-3404  
 church@ilutheran.org 
 

 

Preschool to Grade 8 
 
 

† David Wilson, Principal—684-3404 
      dwilson@ilutheran.org 
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