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"He saved us, not because of righteous things we had done, but because of his mercy.  

He saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit."  Titus 3:5, NIV 
 

Dear brothers and sisters, 
 

 I’ll never forget it. One Sunday morning when I was about 8 or 9, I 
walked into the bathroom at Good Shepherd in Burton, Michigan.  This was 
according to my mom’s strict rule.  I had to make a mandatory trip to the 
bathroom before every service because she would not let me get up and 
walk out during the service (unless it was a dire emergency).  Anyway, I 
walked in to find my dad’s golf buddy, Ken Cockerill doing something that 
shocked me. He was filling the bowl from the Baptismal font with water 
from the bathroom faucet!  (By the way, this water had the rotten egg smell 
that comes from high sulfur content.) What?!  Where was the special     
baptismal water?  Isn’t there a container of holy water somewhere – maybe in the sacristy or the pastor’s 
office?  Nope.  Just plain old, sulfur-smelling, well water drawn from the men’s room faucet.  Shocking! 
 
 So what about the water in baptism?  Should it be special water, holy water blessed by a priest, maybe 
even water drawn from the Jordan River?  Martin Luther explained this way:  “It is certainly not the water 
that does such great things, but God’s Word which is in and with the water and faith which trusts the 
Word used with the water.”  Turns out the water used in Baptism isn’t all that important.  What really 
matters is the Word used with the water, the Word through which the Spirit works in the one being bap-
tized so that he receives by faith the great blessings offered in this sacrament. 
 
 As we learned last time, Baptism works miracles.  Through it God gives us the gifts of forgiveness, 
life and salvation.  How?  By the power of the Spirit working through the Word!  And such simple words 
too.  “I baptize you in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.”  Yes, simple words, 
but God’s Word.  It’s the same Word by which he called the universe into existence.  It’s the same Word 
that breathes spiritual life into naturally dead human hearts.  It’s the same Word that Paul calls “the power 
of God that brings salvation” (Romans 1:16). 
 
 So the next time you see the pastor or an usher filling the font from a kitchen or bathroom faucet, 
don’t worry.  The Word works!  And through it God gives us great blessings:  rebirth, renewal and rescue. 
 
 Next time we’ll dig into Baptism’s meaning for our daily lives. 
 
          Your servant in Christ, 
          Pastor Daniel Sims 
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Advent Worship Begins 

 Our special midweek Advent services are on Wednesday, December 5th, 
12th, and 19th.  The times of the worship services are 4:00 PM and 6:30 PM.  
Come and be a part of these special opportunities to focus on our coming Savior!   
 

 There will be a light supper served between the worship services.   

Christmas & New Year’s Worship Services 
 ♦ CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS SERVICE:  Friday, December 21st at 1:00 PM— 
   Dress Rehearsal (In Church) 
 

 ♦ CHRISTMAS EVE:  Monday, December 24th 
   - 5:00 PM—Children’s Christmas Eve worship in church 

   - 7:00 PM—Candlelight Christmas Eve Service—worship in church.  
  Please join us for both of these services to celebrate the birth of our Lord. 
 

 ♦ CHRISTMAS DAY SERVICE:   
   - Tuesday, December 25th at 9:00 AM—Join us as we celebrate our 
    Lord’s birth and thank Him for His glorious gift of a Savior! 
 

 ♦ NEW YEAR’S EVE:  Monday, December 31st 

   - 5:00 PM—Join us as we end one year and celebrate the beginning of 
    another with worship and the Lord’s Supper. 

Upcoming Christmas Concerts! 
 

 ♫ Lakeshore Lutheran Chorale Concert:  
  “Gloria In Excelsis Deo” 
  ♦ Saturday, December 15th—3:00 PM at St. John-St. James 
    Lutheran Church-Reedsville—219 Manitowoc Street 
  ♦ Sunday, December 16th—3:00 PM at Grace Lutheran  
   Church-Manitowoc—2426 N. Rapids Rd 
 

 ♫ Christmas at Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary: 
  ♦ Sunday December 9th—3:00 PM and 7:00 PM at Wisconsin  
   Lutheran Seminary in the campus auditorium-11831 North  
   Seminary Drive, Mequon.  The 3:00 PM concert is streamed live  
   at http://livestream.com/WLSLive. 
 
  

 ♫ MLHS Christmas Concert:  Let Us Adore Him 
  ♦ Friday, December 21st—4:30 PM & 7:30 PM at the Capitol  
   Civic Center—free admission—invite your friends!!! 
 

 Come and join these dedicated singers and musicians as we raise our 
voices in praise to our newborn Savior Jesus. 
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 Men...Opportunities to Grow In Faith!!! 
 

 Calling on all the men of Immanuel...here are opportunities just for you!   
 Check them out and join us!!! 
 

† Men’s Prayer Group meets on the first and third Tuesdays of the month at 
 7:00 AM in the Gathering Room.  
  

† Men’s Breakfast Bible Study meets on Saturday, December 8th & 22nd at  
 8:00 AM; in January we will meet on the 12th and 26th at 8:00 AM.   
 

                † † † † † † † 

 

 We will meet on Saturdays, December 1st and 15th at 8:30 AM in the Conference 
Room.  Our Advent study will be Jesus Is Coming.  In January we will resume our 
study of the Fruit of the Spirit, beginning with the fruit of Patience.  We will meet on 
Saturday, January 12th and 26th at 8:30 AM.  This is a wonderful opportunity to 
be refreshed, grow in faith and friendship with your fellow sisters in Christ. 
 If you have any suggestions or questions regarding our Bible Study, please contact 
Judy Fuerbringer at 684-3333 or judynglenn@ameritech.net. 
 

 

2018-2019 SUNDAY ADULT BIBLE STUDY PLAN 
 

December 2018 Timely Topics: Part I 
 

This study will equip learners for discussing challenging issues with 
family, friends and coworkers. Topics include global warming, 
gender identity, Santa Claus, secret baptism, close communion, 
politics and bankruptcy. 
 

January 2019 Principles of Lutheran Worship 
 

When Martin Luther set out to reform the church he wanted to keep 
all that was good and get rid of those things that were false. His 
reforms had a big impact on how Christians worship. Come and have 
your own worship life enriched as we study Luther’s four principles 
of worship. 

 

Feb-Mar 2019 Angels and Demons 
 

Society today seems fascinated with angels and demons, to the point 
of obsession. This Bible study leads us through Scripture and digs out 
what it really says about good and bad angels. The power of God 
over evil and his use of heavenly angels will provide comfort for 
every Christian. 

 

April-May 2019 Paul’s Letter to the Philippians 
 

Philippians is often called the epistle of joy, and for good reason. In it 
the Apostle Paul shares the reason that believers can be joyful in 
every situation: We have a Savior! Our eternity is certain! Our joy in 
the gospel is what moves us to live in a way that glorifies our Savior. 
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Mornings with Mommy & 
Mornings with Jesus  

 These programs are off to an exciting start!  In our first four months we have had over 50 

families visit and three of them are looking for a church.  In the 

Mornings With Mommy program we average 15 to 20 children 

and their moms.  They have played with instruments, raked 

leaves, and even had a birthday party for Jesus.  In the Mornings 

With Jesus program, we average 6 to 10 moms at the devotion.  

We also have some wonderful volunteers watch children in the 

nursery so the moms can enjoy an encouraging devotion. 
 

 Thank you to all the volunteers and contributors who are making these programs such a 

success! 
 

 If you know of anyone interested in attending, please invite 

them or contact Jaimie at 920-242-4286, and she can send 

them a text invitation. 
 

 Our next sessions for Mornings with Mommy are 

Thursday, December 6th and January 3rd, from 10:00 AM 

to 11:00 AM.  
 

 Mornings with Jesus meets again on Thursday, 

December 20th and January 17th, 10:00 AM to 11:00 AM. 
 

 Any Amazon or Walmart Gift Cards would be greatly appreciated! 
 

MERRY CHRISTMAS! 
 

 Look for more details on the Mornings with Mommy - Manitowoc Facebook page.  
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 Woman’s Advent By Candlelight will be held on Saturday, December 8th 

beginning at 6:00 PM!  This is a wonder ful oppor tunity for  women of all 

ages to set aside the hustle and bustle of the holiday season and focus our 

hearts and minds on the birth of our Savior!   Invite your female family 

members and friends and join us for an evening of fellowship, music, God’s 

word and delicious desserts!  The music and prayer service is “To The Ends Of The Earth”.   To 

reserve your seat, guests are encouraged to sign-up to attend in the black binder located in the 

Gathering Room or call Kathy Groth at 682-5276.  It is an evening you won’t want to miss! 
 

Hostess Opportunities:  Please consider  volunteer ing to be a hostess for  the evening!  

Hostesses provide table settings, holiday decorations, candles, and a dessert for between 6-10 

guests.  Many ladies decide to co-host with a partner.  It is lots of fun and requires only a few 

hours of your time for planning, baking or buying, and decorating and serving your guests!  If you 

are interested and would like more information please contact Kathy Groth, 920-682-5276. 
 

Kitchen Assistant Needed:  If decorating a table isn’t 

your thing but you enjoy serving, please consider helping   

in the kitchen for Woman’s Advent By Candlelight.  Duties 

include helping to make the coffee & hot apple cider and 

overseeing that the coffee/hot cider pots remain full for     

the duration of the fellowship.  If you are interested and 

would like more information please contact Kathy Gast at 

684-0876. 

 On Sunday, January 27 at 4:00 PM, Bethany will be hosting a special 
event commemorating two significant pastoral milestones.  The event is 
to recognize and give thanks to God for Pastor Robert Kujawski’s 35 years 
in the ministry and Pastor Beck Goldbeck’s 40 years in the ministry. 
 

  Festivities will be held in our Family Activity Center (gym).  There will 
be a short program, followed by a pot luck meal. 
 

  Bethany cordially invites all members of our sister congregations to join us for 
fellowship and thanksgiving.  We do ask that all those who are attending the meal to 
please RSVP so we can plan accordingly.  Please call our church office at 920-684-9620 or 
email churchoffice@bethanyeagles.org to RSVP or with any questions.  Thank you! 

mailto:churchoffice@bethanyeagles.org
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 Help to beautify our church for the celebration of the birth of our 
Savior! 
 Place your order for poinsettias for the Christmas celebration.  The 
cost is $10.00 per plant.  The plants are in 6.5” pots and approximately 
15-17” tall.  The color of the poinsettias is red.  There are envelopes for 
signing up in the Gathering Room.  The deadline for signing up is 
Sunday, December 2nd.   All poinsettias can be taken home 
following the Christmas Day worship service. 

 

 We are in the season of gift-giving, as at Christmas we reflect on the greatest Gift of all—God’s Son—

our Savior.  Through our regular and special envelope offerings, we use the opportunity to give gifts to 

support the congregation’s efforts to support the Lord’s work. 
 

 We also give gifts reflecting our love to family members and friends.  Some times we struggle finding 

an appropriate gift for someone who seems to already have all their needs and wants fulfilled.  A gift to the 

Immanuel Lutheran Endowment Fund (ILEF) in their name would provide a long-term goal of continuing 

to share the Word of God in the future. 
 

 If you have questions about the ILEF, please contact someone from the Endowment Committee or 

email us at endowment@ilutheran.org.  Endowment Fund brochures, contribution envelopes, and 

bookmarks are available at the Welcome/Information Center in the Gathering Room at church. 
 

 Groups within the congregation who have a project that would enhance the ministry/mission of 

Immanuel are invited to submit a proposal for consideration in 2019.  Contact one of the ILEF committee 

members for a Grant Request Form which must be submitted by February 2019. 
 

“Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father…” James 1:17a 

Committee Members 

Paul Kluenker—Chairman 

Paul Kunz       Tony Dick       Greg Schmill       Howard Wilsmann 
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 December is always a favorite month at our Immanuel 

Lutheran School.   Everyone is excited about preparing for 

Christmas.  We prepare for Christmas in various ways. 
 

 We prepare our classrooms and hallways with all kinds of 

decorations.  You are invited to our Immanuel Open House on 

Wednesday, December 19th, between the Advent services.  

We would be happy to show you what the children have made.  

It’s also a great time to catch up with your Immanuel family. 
 

 We prepare for our Christmas service by learning Bible passages and songs to lead our 

worship of the newborn Savior. The title of our Christmas service this year is “The Signs of 

Christmas.”  The students will show how the symbols of the Christmas tree, the Christ candle, 

the manger, the angel, and the star point us to our Savior.  We will see Jesus as the promised 

Messiah foretold by Isaiah and the other prophets.  We’ll also see him as a humble baby, our 

Redeemer, and our almighty King.  You are invited and encouraged to join us in worship on 

Friday, December 21st, at 1:00 PM, and on Christmas Eve, December 24th, at 5:00 PM. 
 

 Most importantly, we prepare our hearts for Christmas.  We do this by studying God’s 

Word and worshipping him.  We do this at home and school with devotions and lessons from 

God’s Word.  We do this at church through Sunday Worship and Bible study, as well as our 

special midweek Advent services.  Our midweek Advent services take place at 4:00 PM and 

6:30 PM on December 5th, 12th, and 19th. 
 

May God bless your preparation for Christmas! 

Our School 

Trusting Hearts Preschool will present a Christmas Song 

Celebration in the church on Friday, December 14th at 10:30 AM.  

Family and friends are welcome to attend! 
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Partners In Education—PIE 
 

 Please join us!  We are looking for parent volunteers for the many events 
we have planned.  Our events help give back to the school, create social events 
for students and parents, and support the staff.  Contact Dawn Welnicke at          
901-7378 or Becca Sweney 242-7502 to ask how you can assist with our 
events. 
 
 
 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS—2018-2019 SCHOOL YEAR 
 

DECEMBER 5th Sponsor Advent Meal (ALL GRADES) 
    18th PIE meeting at 6:30 PM 
    19th    School Open House—4:45-6:30pm 
 

JANUARY  9th School Benefit at Buffalo Wild Wings 
    15th PIE meeting at 6:30 PM 
   16th-17th Feed the Teachers for Parent/Teacher conferences 
   28th Penny Wars start this week 
  

 —Throughout the year we have several 
events planned to help us raise funds toward the Immanuel Lighted Sign.  We plan to have a larger, 
lighted sign installed on the North side of the Gym, facing Waldo Blvd.  We have $9,000 to raise and 
all proceeds from our fundraisers this year will go towards funding the sign.  If you would like to 
donate to the Immanuel Lighted Sign, please contact Mr. David Wilson for more information.  Thank 
you for your support! 
 
 REMINDER...we continue to collect Box Tops, and Milk Moola throughout the year .  This 
is a direct way to raise funds.  The next school challenge is early February.  Feel free to drop them off 
in the collection boxes in the Gathering Room or in the Office anytime.  
 
 We are a collaboration of parents, staff, students and members to encourage student socialization 
and family networking, while supporting the faculty, staff and educational environment of Immanuel 
through fundraisers and community outreach events.  Serving this school year as officers are Dawn 
Welnicke, President and Becca Sweney, Vice President. 

 
 A new website is now set up for Immanuel clothing and apparel.  It has hats, 
polos, shirts, hooded sweatshirts, fleeces, and more.  There are school and 
church logo choices.  All ordering and payments are done at the site.  The last 
day to order is Monday, December 3rd.  Your ordered items will be available for 
pick up at school on Tuesday, December 18th.  If you don't want to order this 
time around, we will be doing another order in February.  
 You can order by entering the following address in the Search box on your 
web browser:  http://designersloungeco.com/product-category/lakeshore-
screen-printing-web-stores/immanuel-lutheran/ 

http://designersloungeco.com/product-category/lakeshore-screen-printing-web-stores/immanuel-lutheran/
http://designersloungeco.com/product-category/lakeshore-screen-printing-web-stores/immanuel-lutheran/


 With Christmas fast approaching, who has time to read? Perhaps taking time to 
read a few chapters a night would help slow the holiday pace. 
 

 There are various Christmas books by authors such as Thomas Kinkade and    
Debbie Malcomber, as well as several children’s books.  We also have a series of 
Christmas books by Donna Van Liere, some of which have been make into Hallmark 
movies. These include The Christmas Shoes, The Christmas Note, The Christmas 
Blessing, and The Christmas Promise.   
 

 If you don’t have time for a book, check out a DVD.  There are children’s DVDs 
such as Veggie Tales: “Saint Nicholas” to The Star of Bethlehem—which unlocks the mystery of the 
world’s most famous star.  
 

 Here is a list of Christmas Dvd's which are available in our church library, watch for the display: 
 

  ♦ Christmas Oranges (The NPH review said 'well done and highly recommended')   
  ♦ Christmas Choir Three Christmas Classics  (includes The Stableboy, City That Forgot About  
   Christmas, and Christmas is...)  
  ♦ Christmas for a Dollar  ♦ The Nativity Story 
  ♦ Christmas Shoes ♦ Best Christmas Pageant Ever 
  ♦ Christmas Blessing ♦ The Very First Noel 
  ♦ The Perfect Gift ♦ Legend of the Candy Cane 
  ♦ The Fourth Wise Man ♦ Christmas Visitor  
  ♦ Christmas Angel                           ~ Laura Rozoff 

 You may stop in at the Immanuel  church library at any time. It is located in our 
church basement. You will find books, music, & videos. Check out is self-service.  
              ~Laura Rozoff, Church Librarian 
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Friday evening, Jar rod Pfar r  will star t us on our  journey with 
contentment, “Believe and Be Loved”.  He helps us to stand against the 
negative influences in the world around us.  On Saturday our three speakers will 
continue us on our journey of finding contentment.  Naomi Schmidt will focus 
on “The Secret of Contentment.”  Julie Karbula, our second speaker, will lead 
us on “Just’ a Journey to Contentment.”  The last speaker of the day, Nicole 
Smith, will focus on “Strength in Contentment.”  On Sunday, Pastor Leon Ehlert will lead us in a Bible Study 
followed by the closing Worship Service.  Philippians 4:13, “I can do all things through Christ who gives me 
strength”.  
 

COST:  The cost per  person, if postmarked on or  before January 7th, is $90.00. If postmarked on or  before 
February 4th – $95.00.  If postmarked on or before February 26th - $105.00.  The registration fee includes a 
sandwich buffet on Friday evening; breakfast, lunch, and banquet dinner followed by entertainment on Saturday; 
and breakfast on Sunday.  Saturday evening following the dinner, the Warnke Duo will share their gift of music with 
us.  The group consists of siblings, Adam and Emily Warnke.  They have been making music together for over a 
decade and love performing all types of music.  Both are graduates of Fox Valley Lutheran and have been heavily 
influenced by both traditional and contemporary worship music.  They look forward to making music with you!  
 

 For more information go to www.pathwaystochrist.org or http://pathways.martinlutheroshkosh.com.  
  

Check for informational brochures at the Information Center in the back of the Gathering Room.   

https://b5uhebomhkl394wc-zippykid.netdna-ssl.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/speakers.gif


The prayer of a  
righteous man is  

powerful and effective.  
James 5:16 

 
 

 
† That all may cherish the gift of Jesus this  
 Christmas and in the new year 
 

†  Our Immanuel Family— that  we may  
 continue to trust in the Lord and His plans for us 
 and that the Holy Spirit may give us all thankful 
 and generous hearts 
 

† All who travel—that the Lord keep them safe 
 

† That we may all be thankful during the  
 upcoming Christmas season and throughout the 
 New Year 

Member News 

Serving Our Lord 

 

 
 
 
 

12/02/18 Early—Team 2 
12/02/18 Late—Team 8 
 
12/05/18 Team 9—6:30 PM 
 
12/09/18 Early—Team 3 
12/09/18 Late—Team 5 
 
12/12/18 Team 10—6:30 PM 
 

12/16/18  Early—Team 4 
12/16/18  Late—Team 6 
 
12/19/18 Team 11—6:30 PM 
 
 

12/23/18  Early—Team 1 
12/23/18  Late—Team 7 
 

CHRISTMAS EVE: 
12/24/18 Team 2—5:00 PM 
12/24/18  Team 12—7:00 PM 
 

CHRISTMAS DAY: 
12/25/18  Team 9—9:00 AM 
 

12/30/18  Early—Team 1A 
12/30/18  Late—Team 8 
 

NEW YEAR’S EVE: 
12/31/18 Team 11—5:0 
0 PM  
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12/02/2018 
      8:00 AM – Daryl & Lisa Kliment 
  10:30 AM – Howard Wilsmann 
 

12/09/2018 
 8:00 AM – Bea Buss & Harriet  
   Kappelman 
    10:30 AM – Ron & Toni Nicklaus 

 

12/16/2018 
 8:00 AM – Nick & Barb Nitka 
    10:30 AM – Jerome & Germaine Krueger 
 

12/23/2018 
 8:00 AM – Mark & Joanne Gaedtke 
    10:30 AM – Larry & Linda Verlinden 
 

12/30/2018 
 8:00 AM – Tony & Sally Dick 
    10:30 AM – Fred & Barbara Heiderich 

Membership News 
 

Accept 
Heather Bajdan, Mike & Mariuxi Merrill, 

Jonah Salm, Damien Tadych and  
Virginia Temme (Adult Confirmands) 

 

Transfer Out 
Zak Gast - to Grace Downtown, Milwaukee 

Pastor Robert Johannes -  
to Victory of the Lamb, Franklin, WI  

 

Releases 
Darin Allen, Sally Birkholz, Robert & Julie Canepa, 

Kimberly Carey, Todd Dorschner, Nik Gast, Cynthia, 
Karlie & Kirsty Hamilton, Joshua Kappelman, 

Christopher Kehl, Samuel Klein, Randall Lepich, 
Kirsten McKay, Garth Neustadter, Megan Nicklaus, 

John Schulz, Brian & Kay Shoemaker, Rachel Smith, 
Jeffrey Strzyzewski, Christopher Tennie 

 

Gifts and Memorials 
 

♥ $1100—Endowment 
♥ $1000—Church Library 
♥ $180—General Memorial 
♥ $90—Memorial for Esther Circle 

2018 Church Council 
In order that we might keep the best line of 
communications open between the church leaders and 
the rest of the congregation, we publish the names of the 
current Church Council in the newsletter. This will 
provide you with a list of people to contact if you have 
any questions regarding anything happening in our 
ministry. You may also use the following e-mail address 
to contact the Council as a whole: council@ilutheran.org. 
(One e-mail sent to that address reaches all the Council 
members with email.) 
 

Larry Verlinden, President 
Paul Kluenker, Secretary 
Matthew Strathmann, Treasurer 
Russ Vogt, Elders 
Gary Markowski, Financial Secretary 
Dan Smith, Adult Discipleship 
Mark Svatek, Youth Discipleship 
Brad Washuleski, Evangelism 
Nate Reis, Property 
Timothy Lindloff, Board of Education 
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The Newsletter Staff 

Worship & Contact Information 

Worship Schedule 
 
 

Thursdays:  6:30 PM—November 29th &  
Resumes in January 

Sundays:  8:00 AM and 10:30 AM 
 

Jesus Cares Worship 
Monday, December 10th—6:30 PM 
Monday, January 14th—6:30 PM 

 

Devotional Service 
 

Friday, December 21st—11:00 AM 
Friday, January 25th—11:00 AM 

 

 

 

 

†    Pastor Daniel Sims—763-3790 
 pastorsims@ilutheran.org 
  

† Church Office—684-3404  
 church@ilutheran.org 
 

 

Preschool to Grade 8 
 
 

† David Wilson, Principal  -  684-3404 
      dwilson@ilutheran.org 
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