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GIVING TO GOD DOESN’T MAKE A BIT OF SENSE 

Haggai 1:1-11 | 10 for 10 Week One | September 5/8 2019 

 

This is what the LORD Almighty says: “Give careful thought to your ways.” 

Jesu Juva!

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

2 + 2 = 4. Left is left. Right is right. Up is 

up, and down is down. These are facts. 

They make sense to us. But not everything 

in life does. “He was a good kid from a 

good family. How did he get hooked on 

heroin?” It just doesn’t make sense. “He 

was a hardworking family man. They just 

celebrated their 20th anniversary. How 

could he walk out on them like that?” It 

just doesn’t make sense. “She took such 

good care of herself – diet, exercise, no 

family history. And now, breast cancer?” It 

just doesn’t make sense. 

A lot of things in life are like that, aren’t 

they? How do you make sense out of the 

hatred of Hitler and his concentration 

camps? How do you make sense out of 

abortion, child abuse and human 

trafficking? None of it makes sense. 

On the surface, GIVING TO GOD DOESN’T 

MAKE A BIT OF SENSE. If I give money 

away then I will have less for myself. God 

takes that kind of thinking and turns it on 

its head. In the portion of God’s Word 

before us today a “minor” prophet by the 

name of Haggai shares with us a major 

message. He shows that our God has a 

way of making much into little and turning 

nothing into everything. 

 

I. God Makes Much into Little 

In 587 BC the mighty army of Babylon 

surrounded Jerusalem and crushed it. 

They carried many Jews off into captivity. 

The Lord’s own temple was a smoldering 

ruin. The Jews were shocked by this. 

Weren’t they supposed to be God’s 

chosen people? Why all this destruction 

and death? Why the deportation? It didn’t 

make a bit of sense. 

70 years later, when the Lord of history 

worked things out so that some of his 

chosen people could return to Jerusalem, 

they must have been thinking the same 

thing. The Holy City looked like an old 

west ghost town. Walls were crumbling, 

and gates broken. Weeds grew in every 

crack. And God’s Temple, which had once 

been filled with worshipers and shook 

with their singing, was nothing but a sad 

and silent heap of rubble. It doesn’t make 

sense. 

For a while the Israelites of Haggai’s day 

rolled up their sleeves and got to work 

rebuilding the city and the Temple. But 

you know how people are. After a while, 

they lost interest in the Temple project 

and began to think about an effort that 

made more sense: their own houses. 

Perhaps their thinking went like this: If the 

Mrs. isn't happy, ain’t nobody happy! I 
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need to put a roof over her head. We’ll 

take care of ourselves first and then we’ll 

be able to pay attention to God’s house 

later. You know how such thinking usually 

turns out. “Later” never came.  

It was time for God to speak through the 

mouth of his prophet: 4 “Is it a time for 

you yourselves to be living in your 

paneled houses, while this house 

remains a ruin?” 5 Now this is what the 

LORD Almighty says: “Give careful 

thought to your ways. 6 You have planted 

much, but harvested little. You eat, but 

never have enough. You drink, but never 

have your fill. You put on clothes, but are 

not warm. You earn wages, only to put 

them in a purse with holes in it.” 7 This is 

what the LORD Almighty says: “Give 

careful thought to your ways.” 

The Israelites were preaching a sermon 

about priorities as they paneled their 

houses and procrastinated work on the 

Lord’s house. The sermon came in two 

parts. Part I: Me first. Part II: God second. 

In other words, giving to God first doesn’t 

make a bit of sense. 

Do we ever think like they did? Common 

sense and basic math agree that if I give 

my money away I’ll have less money. 

That’s the way money works, right? I 

mean, if I put the Lord’s work first, then 

other areas in my life – things that I care 

about, things that I love – will suffer. This 

doesn’t square with the American dream 

which is all about more, not less. It just 

doesn’t make sense. 

This is the default setting of our sinful 

nature. We want security. We want to 

keep stuff, store stuff, stockpile stuff, even 

hoard stuff for ourselves. We call it the 

“good life.” God calls it greed. We call it 

being sensible. God calls it sin. 

Did you notice in Haggai’s sermon how 

God turns our thinking on its head? “You 

have planted much, but harvested little. 

You eat, but never have enough. You 

drink, but never have your fill. You put on 

clothes, but are not warm. You earn 

wages, only to put them in a purse with 

holes in it.” In other words, the people 

had less because they were stingy. God 

wasn’t about to reward their greed. He 

chastised them for their selfishness with 

droughts and purses filled with holes.  

Isn’t it amazing? We live in the richest 

nation in the world’s history. The 

economy is booming. Unemployment is 

lowest it’s been in a long time. People 

have disposable income to spend. In 2018 

people spend $43 billion on video games! 

Offerings are totally flat. And that does 

make sense, but only if God has second 

place in our hearts. 

By God’s grace we have inherited a 

vibrant ministry which our parents and 

grandparents sacrificed for. Are we willing 

to sacrifice to pass on this gospel ministry 

to our children and grandchildren? Right 

now, this congregation of about 850 souls 

with zero capital debt is hardly able to pay 

the bills and is served by a single pastor. 

Many factors led to this situation, but 

money is certainly one of them. I'm not 

trying to whine or complain. I love 

Immanuel. I love Manitowoc. I love the 
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gospel and I know how undeserving I am 

to preach it. But I tire of giving short shrift 

to just about everything that I do. And I 

worry about all the opportunities we are 

missing because I don’t have the time to 

follow up, or plan or study as I should. 

My point is this: You get the ministry that 

you are willing to give for. Recently we 

were kept from maxing out our line of 

credit by an unexpected gift from – not a 

member of our congregation – but a man 

we don’t even know. And thank God for it! 

But, brothers and sisters, we can’t count 

on such gifts in the future. God’s work at 

Immanuel needs to be supported by 

God’s people at Immanuel. Every one of 

us needs to heed God’s words through 

Haggai: “Give careful thought to your 

ways!” 

II. God Turns Nothing into Everything 

Come back with me to Haggai’s day, to the 

Temple rebuilding project. There were 

many who gave generously for that 

project – time, talent and treasure. Why 

did they give so generously? Because they 

believed in a God who gives himself 

completely for us! 

If you stop and think about it, it isn’t our 

giving to God that makes no sense, it’s his 

giving to us. That a holy God would give 

himself for sinful people like us makes no 

sense whatsoever. That’s why it’s called 

grace. And it is amazing. Jesus didn’t give 

10% for you. He gave 110% for you and 

your salvation. 

Just think of what he did. He left behind 

streets of heavenly gold for the cow 

manure of Bethlehem’s barn. He didn’t 

have a paneled hose. He didn’t even have 

a pillow on which to rest his head at the 

end of the day. Though his was poor, he 

spent extravagantly. Jesus didn’t swipe a 

VISA card for you. He shed his precious 

blood to redeem you, real human blood 

and at the same time God’s own blood, 

blood that rescues you and me from 

slavery and makes us his forgiven sons 

and daughters.  

In Jesus our God graciously gives us all 

things, everything that we need for soul 

and body. The One who said, “I am 

thirsty,” (John 19:28) is the One who 

washed you clean in Baptism. The One 

whose cry, “My God, My God, who have 

you forsaken me?” (Mark 15:34) echoed 

from the pit of hell itself, is the same One 

who promises he will never leave or 

forsake you (Hebrews 13:4). The One who 

taught us to pray, “Give us today our daily 

bread,” (Matthew 6:11) is the One who 

opens his generous hand and supplies 

your every need. This is our God. He loves 

us. He saved us. He cares for us without 

fail. We can trust him. 

So, the big question before our Immanuel 

family this morning is this: Is our 

relationship with our Savior our life’s 

priority? Or is it just another one of life’s 

hobbies, like jogging or woodworking? 

How can you tell? Try this. Sometime in 

the next week spend a prayerful half hour 

with your checkbook or your last bank 

statement. Look at the numbers. See if 

any priorities jump out at you. The 

numbers don’t lie. Take time to pray 

about what you find there – and maybe 
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about what you don’t find there. 

My friends, let’s all open our eyes. Jesus 

tells us that the harvest is plentiful. That’s 

as true today as the day he said it. The 

opportunities are all around us. And so 

are the resources. Look in your homes and 

garages. Look at your paystubs and 

checkbooks. God has given us the 

resources for aggressive gospel ministry. 

It’s not a question of resources but of 

resolve. Where is the Lord on our list of 

priorities? Is he a firstfruits priority, or a 

leftovers hobby? Are we going to focus on 

our nice paneled houses, or will we seek 

to make a real eternal difference? 

Boy, Haggai’s message really hits you 

between the eyes, doesn’t it? Our God 

knows how to make much into nothing 

because of our greed. And he knows how 

to make little into tons because of his 

grace. He is the ultimate Giver. God 

thought of you first and gave you his best 

– his one and only Son. In Christ, God 

graciously gives you everything. Your God 

is faithful. You can take his promises to 

the bank. Trust him. And then get busy – 

not building a new house, but by using 

every resource and doing all we can with 

the gospel so that this one fills us with 

precious souls. God grant that for his 

Son’s sake. Amen. 

S.D.G. 

  

  

 


