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JESUS COMES FIRST 

Luke 9:57-62 | Third Sunday after Pentecost | June 27/30, 2019 

 

Jesus [said], “No one who puts a hand to the plow and looks back is fit for service in the 

kingdom of God.” 

Jesu Juva!

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

The hockey coach approached Mr. Schultz, 

a smile on his face. “I’ve got good news,” 

he said. “Jeremy has made the traveling 

team.” Mr. Schultz began to smile himself, 

“That’s great! What do we have to do?” 

The coach explained: “Well, it’s going to 

mean a lot more practice time. You’ll have 

to upgrade his equipment, which can be 

expensive. Also, there is a lot more travel 

involved.” Mr. Smith was still smiling, “I 

don’t think that should be a problem.” But 

the coach wasn’t finished. “One more 

thing,” he said. “Games will be played on 

Sunday mornings instead of Saturday 

afternoons.” The smile left Mr. Schultz’s 

face. “Oh, I see. Well then, I’m sorry but 

Jeremy won’t be able to play on the 

traveling team.” The coach was perplexed. 

“Why not? This is a great opportunity and 

a high honor!” Mr. Schultz took a deep 

breath. “You see, we’re a Christian 

family,” he said. “We spend our Sunday 

mornings in God’s house. It just won’t 

work.” The coach was becoming agitated:  

“Well, can’t you just skip or something?” 

Mr. Schultz looked the coach directly in 

the eye. “Absolutely not. Hockey is 

important to us. We enjoy it very much. 

But Jesus comes first.” He walked out of 

the locker room, leaving the flustered 

coach with a roster spot to fill. 

That story illustrates an important truth. 

For the Christian, Jesus is top priority. 

JESUS COMES FIRST. The few verses of 

Luke’s Gospel before us today remind us 

that Jesus needs to have first place in our 

lives. He demands it. And he deserves it. 

I. He Demands It 

Today’s Gospel began by telling us that 

Jesus resolutely set out for Jerusalem. It 

was a determined Savior who began the 

journey up to Jerusalem where he would 

be handed over to his enemies and 

crucified. This was his mission. He would 

allow nothing to stop him from 

accomplishing the world’s salvation. He 

made precious human souls his number 

one priority. 

While he and his disciples were on the 

way, they encountered three men. The 

first man, whom Matthew tells us was a 

“teacher of the Law” (8:19), said to Jesus, 

“I will follow you wherever you go.” He 

claimed that no sacrifice would be too 

great, no hardship too difficult. It was a 

bold promise. We would expect Jesus to 

say, “Wonderful! Glad to have you on 

board!” Instead he offers a solemn 

warning: “Foxes have dens and birds of 

the air have nests, but the Son of Man 

has no place to lay his head.” Forget 

about the luxury of a home which even 
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wild animals enjoy. Following Jesus would 

mean constantly moving from place to 

place. In essence Jesus said, “If you want 

to be my disciple, you have to put your 

personal comfort on the back burner. 

Spiritual matters must have priority.” 

Jesus made contact with the next man. 

“Follow me,” he said. The man replied: 

“Lord, first let me go and bury my 

father.” Notice he didn’t say his father 

was already dead. In fact, if he had been, 

the man probably would already have 

been busy with his burial. In those days 

the Jews didn’t embalm their dead. They 

buried them the same day they died. No, 

most likely this man was making an 

excuse. Jesus, who can read hearts, had 

some interesting words for him: “Let the 

dead bury their own dead, but you go 

and proclaim the kingdom of God.” In 

other words, “Let the spiritually dead bury 

the physically dead. You need to be 

concerned with making people spiritually 

alive. Go and preach the gospel.” 

The third man seems to have made a 

reasonable request. “I will follow you, 

Lord; but first let me go back and say 

goodbye to my family.” Elijah granted 

Elisha this courtesy in our first reading 

today. But Jesus said to this man, “No one 

who puts a hand to the plow and looks 

back is fit for service in the kingdom of 

God.” A farmer who isn’t looking where 

he is plowing won’t plow a straight row. In 

the same way, someone who isn’t focused 

on Jesus and his kingdom won’t be of 

much service to the kingdom. Why did 

Jesus say that to this man, who just 

wanted to say goodbye to his family? 

Remember: Jesus doesn’t look at outward 

appearance. He reads hearts. He knew 

that this man was giving an excuse so he 

wouldn’t have to follow Jesus at once. His 

desire to serve his family was stronger 

than his desire to serve his Lord. 

So, does Jesus seem a little bit harsh to 

you in this account? He is. And with good 

reason. The harsh reality is that many 

things in this world draw our attention 

away from Jesus. I’ll give you a couple of 

examples. For many parents today career 

advancement is more important than 

spending time with children to carry out a 

parent’s most important duty, bringing 

them up in the training and instruction of 

the Lord (Ephesians 6:4). Instead work 

comes first. Spiritual matters are an 

afterthought, if they are thought of at all. 

Too many households today are physically 

prosperous but spiritually destitute. How 

often do you talk about Jesus in your 

home? I’m not proud of the answer I have 

to give. 

Or consider how we use our money. Do 

our budgets always show that Jesus 

comes first? Why is our congregation, like 

so many others, tens of thousands of 

dollars behind? It’s because we have too 

many called workers! It’s because we 

spend too much money! It’s because of 

those delinquents who never give a dime! 

Could it be because our offerings are 

sometimes last-fruits instead of first-

fruits? Could it be because too often what 

we put in the plate is what’s left over after 

the bills have been paid, the fridge has 

been filled, and our fun has been 

financed?  
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God will put up with many things in a 

human heart, but second place is not one 

of them. We have to admit that 

sometimes Jesus comes first only when 

it’s easy, only when it’s convenient, only 

when it doesn’t cost very much. This is 

not only a shame, it’s sin. And like all sin, 

it earns us a place in the fiery furnace of 

hell. 

II. He Deserves It 

Jesus deserves better. He deserves to 

have first place in our hearts and lives. He 

deserves it because of his almighty power. 

He deserves it because he is the Creator 

of all things. He deserves first place simply 

because he is God. But he also deserves it 

for another reason. 

The apostle Peter wrote: “He himself bore 

our sins” in his body on the cross, so that 

we might die to sins and live for 

righteousness; “by his wounds you have 

been healed” (1 Peter 2:24). Every mixed 

up priority. Every leftover offering. Every 

minute of misspent time. All of it was 

nailed to the cross with Jesus. An entire 

world of sin was placed on his shoulders 

and he paid for it all.  

His selfless sacrifice does two wonderful 

things for us. First, it heals us from the 

disease called sin. It takes away the 

cancerous guilt that infects us. It causes 

God to smile on us and forgive us. And 

secondly, his sacrificial love lights a fire 

under us. It motivates and energizes us to 

die to sins and live for righteousness. It 

empowers us to say no to our own selfish 

wants and desires and to put the will and 

Word of Jesus first in our lives. 

If you’ve ever watched a movie or a TV 

show about the Mafia, then you’ve 

probably heard some mob boss say to a 

relative, “Vinny, you’re dead to me.” 

Usually this happens when the relative 

has done something to dishonor the 

family in some way. Saying, “You’re dead 

to me,” is the same as saying, “I won’t 

acknowledge your existence any more. I 

want nothing to do with you. It’s as if you 

were dead and buried.” 

Jesus died on the cross to empower us to 

say, “Sin, you’re dead to me.” Listen to 

what Paul wrote to the Roman Christians: 

Shall we go on sinning so that grace may 

increase? 2 By no means! We are those 

who have died to sin; how can we live in 

it any longer? 3 Or don’t you know that 

all of us who were baptized into Christ 

Jesus were baptized into his death? 4 We 

were therefore buried with him through 

baptism into death in order that, just as 

Christ was raised from the dead through 

the glory of the Father, we too may live a 

new life (Romans 6:1-4). When Christ 

came out of that tomb, he was done with 

sin. He rose to a new and victorious life. 

By our baptism we are empowered for 

just such a new life, a life that has nothing 

to do with sin, a life of making Christ’s 

priorities our own. 

How does this impact us where the 

rubber meets the road? What does this 

mean for in terms of practical day-to-day 

living? It means using our time first for 

him. His Word and worship come first. It 

means using our talents first for him – 

using our gifts to serve in the church, 

seizing every opportunity to serve our 
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neighbors. It means using our treasure to 

serve him. The first, generous portion of 

every paycheck is set aside first for him 

and for his gospel ministry. Does this 

mean we shouldn’t use time, talent and 

treasure to care for our families and take 

care of our other responsibilities. No! In 

fact, our Savior commands us to do so. It 

simply means showing that in everything 

we do or say Jesus comes first, that we 

fear, love and trust in him above all 

things. It means that when we fail to put 

him first, we run to the font, the 

Communion table, the cross for assurance 

that he still loves us and still forgives us. 

There’s a shirt out there, worn by many 

hockey fans which says simply: Eat. Sleep. 

Hockey. Cute, I guess. Wearing such a 

shirt says, “I’m a real hockey fan.” But if 

those priorities are true—how sad! My 

friends, we should each have a shirt that 

says “Jesus, Jesus, Only Jesus.” And then 

in small print underneath: “Everything 

else is just details.” God grant us such an 

attitude. God grant that in everything we 

think, say and do Jesus comes first. And 

why? Because his grace put us first. Amen. 

S.D.G. 

  

 


