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FEAST YOUR EYES ON YOUR ASCENDED KING! 

Revelation 19:11-16 | The Ascension of Our Lord | May 30/June 2, 2019 

 

On his robe and on his thigh he has this name written: KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS. 

Jesus  

In the name of our ascended Lord, dear 

brothers and sisters: 

The book of Revelation is scary. At least 

that’s what a lot of people think. Many 

are intimidated by the last book of the 

Bible because they think it’s strange, 

mysterious and hard to understand. Many 

are frightened by Revelation’s intense 

imagery: dragons and serpents and 

beasts, oh my! 

When the Spirit inspired John to write 

down the visions God showed him, he 

wasn’t trying to scare us. Just the 

opposite – his goal was to encourage us. 

His intention was to fill us with joy and 

confidence. His purpose was to focus our 

attention on Jesus and strengthen our 

faith in him. He wrote to remind us that 

we members of the Church Militant on 

earth will one day be members of the 

Church Triumphant in heaven. You see, 

Jesus has defeated all our enemies. And, 

because Jesus wins, so do we. That’s the 

theme of Revelation. The text before us is 

no different. 

Permit me the privilege of walking you 

step by step through the beautiful 

pictures in the portion of God’s holy Word 

before us this today. We sinners will find 

some details to be a bit frightening. But 

mostly we sinners will find comfort and 

joy. Let’s spend a few minutes now 

FEASTING OUR EYES ON OUR ASCENDED 

KING.  

* * * * * 

John writes: I saw heaven standing open 

and there before me was a white horse, 

whose rider is called Faithful and True. 

The details that follow make obvious who 

the Rider is. The Rider is Jesus. What is 

this Rider like? Well, he is “called Faithful 

and True.” Early in Revelation we read: 

These are the words of the Amen, the 

faithful and true witness (Revelation 

3:14). What do we mean when we sing or 

say “Amen”? This is most certainly true. 

We can say the same thing when we look 

at the Lord Jesus. Amen! This is most 

certainly true! That’s because Jesus never 

lies. Jesus never breaks a promise. Jesus 

always keeps his Word. What a wonderful 

comfort! What has he promised us? 

Forgiveness for all our sins through his 

precious blood. A new life of peace and 

joy, power and hope through faith in him. 

A restful eternity in the heavenly kingdom 

he has prepared for us. Are all these 

things true? Absolutely! He who 

promised is faithful (Hebrews 10:23). And 

not only is he faithful, he’s fair. 

With justice he judges and makes war. 

“That’s not fair.” I hear people say that all 
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the time, especially kids. My rather 

cynical response is often: “Life’s not fair. 

Get used to it.” The unfairness of life in 

this sin-filled world can be very 

frustrating. This vision reminds us that 

God will bring our frustration to an end. 

Judgment Day is coming. On that Day 

God’s “righteous judgment will be 

revealed” (Romans 2:5). His absolute 

fairness, his complete justice will be on 

display for all to see.  

On what basis will he judge? He himself 

tells us in John’s Gospel: “There is a judge 

for the one who rejects me and does not 

accept my words; that very word which I 

spoke will condemn him at the last day” 

(12:48). The decisions our Lord makes on 

the Last Day will be on the basis of his 

Word. Those who stubbornly reject his 

Word and the Savior revealed in his Word 

will be condemned to an eternity of 

suffering. Those who by his grace alone 

accept his Word and trust in the Savior 

will receive the crown of eternal life. No 

one will dare say, “That’s not fair!” No 

one will arrogantly argue, “How can a 

loving God send anyone to hell?” Before 

the Judge of all every knee will bow and 

every tongue will confess that he is a just 

Judge. 

Our ascended King is not only a just 

Judge, but a just warrior. His decision to 

do battle with our enemies was right and 

good. The war he waged was truly a just 

war. The victory he won is total. The 

battlefield is littered with the corpses of 

our enemies. Sin is smashed. Death is 

demolished. The devil is done. Christ’s 

victory is complete. And he shares that 

victory with us. He shares it with us in 

spite of what he knows about us. And he 

knows everything. 

His eyes are like blazing fire. The order of 

Private Confession in our hymnal opens 

with these words: “In the name of the 

God to whom all hearts are open and 

from whom no secrets are hidden.” You 

can’t hide anything from God. Adam and 

Eve were fools to try and hide from him in 

Eden. We are just as foolish when we try 

to cover up our sins. We may succeed in 

hiding some of our faults from one 

another, but we can never hide them 

from God. That’s the thought behind 

Jesus’ eyes blazing like fire. They are eyes 

that look right through you, eyes that see 

everything, eyes that probe the depths of 

our sin-filled hearts. That’s not a 

particularly comforting thought. But it is a 

useful one. It is a reminder of how much 

we need our ascended King. 

On his head are many crowns. Seems like 

a strange idea, doesn’t it? One crown 

should do. But we have here a glorious 

picture of the one who has defeated 

many enemies. Every enemy has been 

forced to surrender his crown to Jesus. In 

this vision Jesus wears them all as a 

witness to the complete victory he has 

won over every enemy. There is no 

question about who the true King is. But 

there is some question about exactly 

what he is like. 

He has a name written on him that no 

one knows but he himself. In the Bible 

name often refers to someone’s 

reputation or identity. We know a lot 
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about our Savior’s identity, who he is. 

God’s Word has revealed everything we 

need to know to be saved. That’s what 

the Bible is all about. The Holy Scriptures 

have made us “wise for salvation” (2 

Timothy 3:15). But we don’t know 

everything. On this side of heaven we 

can’t. Some things about the Almighty are 

still a mystery to us. His true nature is 

beyond our understanding. But this much 

is no mystery: Jesus would stop at nothing 

to save us sinners. His clothes make this 

clear. 

He is dressed in a robe dipped in blood. 

Here we have the picture of a victorious 

warrior returning from battle drenched in 

the blood of his enemies. My friends, do 

you see why I said Revelation is all about 

victory? Again and again on the pages of 

Revelation our Savior’s victory – and 

therefore our victory – is proclaimed with 

certainty.  The blood-drenched robe of 

the Rider is just another assurance that 

the One who ascended to sit at God’s 

right hand and rule over all things is not 

about to let his Church go down in defeat. 

What a comfort! And his name brings 

comfort too. 

His name is the Word of God. In John’s 

Gospel, Jesus is given a similar title. There 

he is called simply “the Word.” An old 

Greek proverb says that “a word is an 

image of the soul.” In other words, you 

can learn a lot about someone by 

listening to what he says. In the same 

way, we can learn a lot about God by 

focusing on the Word. Jesus is a walking 

talking sermon about our God. When we 

see the Word hanging on the cross we see 

with clarity what our God is like. He is a 

God who hates sin and must punish it. He 

is a God who loves us sinners so much 

that he punished his Son in our place. 

That Son is no longer suffering in our 

place. He is riding at the head of a 

victorious army. 

The armies of heaven were following 

him, riding on white horses and dressed 

in fine linen, white and clean. These are 

the holy angels. Notice, that their 

garments are not drenched in blood. 

Jesus fought alone. He won the victory 

without anyone’s help. Jesus once spoke 

about his angelic army: “When the Son of 

Man comes in his glory, and all the 

angels with him, he will sit on his throne 

in heavenly glory” (Matthew 25:31). 

What John saw in this vision we will see 

with our own eyes. We will see our Lord 

coming in glory on the Last Day with an 

army of his holy angels. But there’s 

something strange about the One who 

sits at the head of this glorious 

procession. 

Out of his mouth comes a sharp sword 

with which to strike down the nations. 

Jesus is no circus sword swallower. The 

sword that comes out of his mouth is 

really a message. It is “the sword of the 

Spirit, which is the Word of God” 

(Ephesians 6:17). The writer to the 

Hebrews gives us an excellent description 

of this Sword’s purpose: The word of God 

is living and active. Sharper than any 

double-edged sword, it penetrates even 

to dividing soul and spirit, joints and 

marrow; it judges the thoughts and 

attitudes of the heart (Hebrews 4:12). 
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Again, on the Last Day, Jesus will judge 

the nations on the basis of His Word. 

And “he will rule them with an iron 

scepter.” One of my college professors 

was fond of saying: “Jesus is no 

milquetoast. Jesus would have played 

football.” In other words, Jesus is no 

wimp. He’s tough! Too many think of 

Jesus as a pushover. Too many think that 

Jesus just tolerates and overlooks sin. On 

the contrary, he shed his blood to pay for 

it. And he will punish those who, in 

unbelief, reject him and the payment he 

made. It won’t be pretty. 

He treads the winepress of the fury of 

the wrath of God Almighty. On the Last 

Day Jesus is going to crush every enemy 

of the Church under his feet once and for 

all as easily as a wine-maker squashes 

grapes. How horrible for those in the 

winepress! But how wonderful for us who 

by his grace alone trust in his mercy and 

forgiveness! It is our privilege to look at 

him not with eyes of fear but with eyes of 

faith and see that on his robe and on his 

thigh he has this name written: KING OF 

KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS. Yet another name 

for our dear Savior, but one that sums it 

all up for us. This is what Ascension is all 

about. King Jesus has defeated all our 

enemies. King Jesus has won for us 

awesome blessings: forgiveness, life and 

salvation. King Jesus is ruling all things for 

our eternal good. King Jesus is coming 

again in glory to share his victory with us 

eternally.  

 

 

Thursday, Sunday-8:00 

Yes, my friends, take a look at your 

ascended Savior. Feast your eyes on your 

ascended King. He wins. And therefore, by 

God’s grace, so do you! Amen. 

 

Sunday-10:30 

So the sermon is almost over and I 

haven’t said I thing yet about Mrs. Kehl. 

On her special day, not a word. I confess 

that I did this on purpose. No, I didn’t do 

it to dishonor Mrs. Kehl in any way. I did it 

this way to honor her and her ministry 

among us. You see, I know this is just what 

she would want.  

For 28 years, Mrs. Kehl’s has stood before 

classrooms and taught the basics: reading, 

writing and arithmetic. She has coached 

and encouraged and disciplined. She has 

held hands and dried tears and given high 

fives. One thing she hasn’t done is talk 

about herself. In her classroom and on the 

athletic field the spotlight has always 

been on the King of kings and Lord of 

lords. She taught the precious lambs 

entrusted to her care about his love and 

his forgiveness. Jesus was always on 

center stage. Mrs. Kehl, we thank you for 

that. We thank you for your many years of 

faithful ministry among us. But most 

importantly, we give thanks to God for 

you. To him alone be all the glory forever 

and ever. Amen. 


