IMMANUEL EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
Manitowoc, Wisconsin

HE TAUGHT WITH THE AUTHORITY OF GOD
Fourth Sunday after Epiphany | January 25 & 28, 2024



Welcome

Thanks for being here! We truly pray that today you find the warmth of our Christian
hospitality, the powerful truth of God's Word and the peace-giving assurance of his
promises. If we can assist you in any way, please ask. We hope you worship with us again!

If Immanuel Is New to You:

Relax. At Immanuel, our worship is designed to praise God and enrich faith. We aim to
make the service clear and appropriately reverent. For your convenience, the service
is printed for you here as well as displayed on our screens.

Bring the kids. Our congregation really loves and encourages the worshiping family! In
fact, our worship will often include a children’s message with little ones in mind. If your
children are acting up, please know it's never a bother to our worship service.
However, if you feel other worshipers could be distracted, parents who want to calm
their restless child are invited to use our lobby area with screens so that you may
continue your worship with us.

Restrooms are located in the lobby, just to the right of the elevator.

Make yourself at home. You don’t have to rush off after the service today. Light
refreshments are typically provided in our lobby after the 8:00 am service. If you are
comfortable, feel free to follow up with one of our Pastors - we’d be honored if you
would take the time to introduce yourself!

Don’t feel obligated. Our members give financial offerings to the Lord as an expression
of thanks and praise for his amazing love. Please know that you are our guests and
we’re simply happy you’ve come to hear about Jesus and his Word today. You're not
expected to give an offering; it’s your choice.

Cell phones. To remove as many distractions as possible from worshiping God today,
we kindly ask that you silence your phone before the service.

Questions? If you’d like to know more about our church
or our beliefs, or have questions about our PreK thru 8th

grade school, our pastors or principal would love to -'!'i

help. Feel free to contact them at any time (their contact s B

info is included on the announcement insert). You may

also browse the information counter in our lobby IMMAN U E l—
for magazines, brochures and devotional resources. LUTHERAN
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Fourth Sunday after Epiphany

The Service - Setting Two (blue CW Hymnal p172)

Sunday 8am — The King of Glory Comes Grades 1-2
Thursday, Sunday 10:30am — Rise, Shine, You People CW 744
Stand
Invocation Exodus 20:24b
In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Confession 1John 1:8-10

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.
If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just

and will forgive us our sins

and purify us from all unrighteousness.

Let us confess our sins to the Lord.
Holy God, gracious Father,
| am sinful by nature
and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.
| have not loved you with my whole heart;
I have not loved others as | should.
| deserve your punishment both now and forever.
But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins
with his innocent suffering and death.
Trusting in him, | pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner.

Silence for meditation and personal confession



Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus
Christ, who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world.
Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, | forgive you all your sins in
the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Lord, Have Mercy Mark 10:47
In peace let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the
unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to
the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
Amen.

Glory to God in the Highest Luke 2:14
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Tune: Marty Haugen
Tune: © 1984 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: Onelicense no. 710931
The Word
Salutation Ruth 2:4, 2 Timothy 4:22

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Prayer of the Day
Let us pray.

Philippians 4:6



Almighty and everlasting God, look with mercy on our weaknesses, and in all our
dangers and needs stretch out the right hand of your majesty to help and defend us;
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Be seated

First Reading Deuteronomy 18:15-20

The Lord your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among you, from
your fellow Israelites. You must listen to him. ®For this is what you asked of the Lord
your God at Horeb on the day of the assembly when you said, “Let us not hear the
voice of the Lord our God nor see this great fire anymore, or we will die.”

The Lord said to me: “What they say is good. 8 will raise up for them a prophet
like you from among their fellow Israelites, and | will put my words in his mouth. He
will tell them everything | command him. *°I myself will call to account anyone who
does not listen to my words that the prophet speaks in my name. 2°But a prophet who
presumes to speak in my name anything | have not commanded, or a prophet who
speaks in the name of other gods, is to be put to death.”

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God. Isaiah 55:10-11

Song of Praise - O God from God, O Light from Light CW 629 vi1
O God from God, O Light from Light,
O Prince of Peace and King of kings,
to you in heaven’s glory bright
the song of praise forever rings.
To him who sits upon the throne,
the Lamb once slain but raised again,
be all the glory he has won,

all thanks and praise! Amen, amen.
Text: John Julian, 1839-1913, abr., alt.
Text: Public domain



Second Reading Hebrews 3:1-6

Therefore, holy brothers and sisters, who share in the heavenly calling, fix your
thoughts on Jesus, whom we acknowledge as our apostle and high priest. ?He was
faithful to the one who appointed him, just as Moses was faithful in all God’s house.
3Jesus has been found worthy of greater honor than Moses, just as the builder of a
house has greater honor than the house itself. “For every house is built by someone,
but God is the builder of everything. >“Moses was faithful as a servant in all God’s
house,” bearing witness to what would be spoken by God in the future. ®But Christ is
faithful as the Son over God’s house. And we are his house, if indeed we hold firmly to
our confidence and the hope in which we glory.

The Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God. Romans 10:17
Stand
Gospel Acclamation Mark 1:22
b
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The people were amazed at his teaching,
Because he taught them as one who had authority.

Refrain

Tune: © 2010 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 710931

Gospel Mark 1:21-28
21They went to Capernaum, and when the Sabbath came, Jesus went into the
synagogue and began to teach. 2’The people were amazed at his teaching, because he
taught them as one who had authority, not as the teachers of the law. 23Just then a
man in their synagogue who was possessed by an impure spirit cried out, 2*“What do
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you want with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? | know who you

are—the Holy One of God!”

2>“Be quiet!” said Jesus sternly. “Come out of him!” 26The impure spirit shook the

man violently and came out of him with a shriek.

2’The people were all so amazed that they asked each other, “What is this? A new
teaching—and with authority! He even gives orders to impure spirits and they obey

him.” 22News about him spread quickly over the whole region of Galilee.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!

Be seated

Hymn of the Day — O God from God, O Light from Light

For deep in prophets’ sacred page,
and grand in poets’ winged word,
slowly in type, from age to age
the nations saw their coming Lord;
till through the deep Judean night
rang out the song, “Good will to men!”
What angels sang in heav’nly light
reechoes now, “Good will!” Amen.

That life of truth, those deeds of love,
that death of pain mid hate and scorn—
these all are past, and now above

he reigns, our King once crowned with thorn.

Lift up your heads, you heav’'nly gates!
So sang his hosts, unheard by men.

Lift up your heads, for you he waits.
We lift them up. Amen, amen.

Then sing to Christ a mighty song;
extol his name, his mercies tell!

Sing, heav’nly hosts, your praise prolong,
and all on earth, your anthem swell!

John 20:31

CW 629 vwv2—4



All hail, O Lamb for sinners slain!
Forever let the song ascend!
To Christ the King, enthroned to reign,

all glory, pow’r! Amen, amen.
Text: John Julian, 1839-1913, abr., alt.
Text: Public domain

Sermon
The Blessings of Discipleship
1. Security in our Savior’s power
2. Strength from our Savior’s Word
Stand

Apostles’ Creed
| believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.

From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Be seated
10
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Profession of Faith — Ron and Lynne Krizek (10:30am)

Prayer of the Church 1 Timothy 2:1-6
Eternal Lord, give us peace as we ponder the good news that you forgive our sins in
Christ. Lead us to see clearly the path you have laid out for us.

Work in us so that we believe and live the Word we have heard today.

Provide courage and compassion to all who preach and teach your Word. Fill them
with a love like yours as they proclaim your grace to us and all people.
Move us to love all ministers of the Word wherever they serve.

Guard and guide the families of our congregation. Lead husbands and wives to love
each other with commitment, respect, and patience. Help parents to grasp the
eternal value of keeping their children close to Jesus all their lives. Grant joy to those
who are single, and make them a blessing to others.

Protect us from the temptations that surround us; give us pure hearts and minds.

Provide wisdom and insight to those who make laws and set policies. Give us respect
for those who protect us from crime. Lead us to value the rights of our fellow citizens
and to defend those who cannot defend themselves.

Bless our land with peace and prosperity so that the gospel may be proclaimed to
all.

Give us passion to share the story of your love with our family and friends. Overcome
unbelief, and open the hearts of people everywhere to believe the good news that
Jesus has forgiven their sins and opened the gates of heaven.

Fill us with joy over every sinner who repents and comes to trust in you.

Extend your healing power to those who are sick and suffering in body or mind. Give
patience and compassion to all who care for the sick and dying.

Lift the eyes of the distressed to your love in Christ.

Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence.

11



Silent prayer
Gracious God, you govern and direct all things and you love all people. Hear our

prayers, spoken and silent, and answer them in your wisdom and grace.
In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

Our Thank Offerings

ilutheran.org/imhere

Hymn - God Has Spoken by His Prophets CW 639

Stand

Prayer
Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to believe and
do. Help us by your Holy Spirit to keep your Word in pure hearts that we may be
strengthened in faith, guided in holiness, and comforted in life and in death, through
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.
Amen.

Lord’s Prayer Matthew 6:9-12
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins,
as we forgive those
who sin against us.

12



Lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and forever. Amen.

Blessing
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and + give you peace.
Amen.

Be seated

Closing Hymn - How Sweet the Name of Jesus Sounds
How sweet the name of Jesus sounds
in a believer’s ear!
It soothes our sorrows, heals our wounds,
and drives away all fear.

It makes the wounded spirit whole
and calms the heart’s unrest;
‘tis manna to the hungry soul
and to the weary, rest.

How weak the effort of my heart,
how cold my warmest thought,
but when | see you as you are,
I'll praise you as | ought!

Till then | would your love proclaim
with ev’ry fleeting breath;
and may the music of your name

refresh my soul in death.
Text: John Newton, 1725-1807, alt.
Text: Public domain
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Silent Prayer — feel free to use this silent prayer of thanks

Dear Jesus, thank you for your patience with me this morning. | came to listen and |
admit that | was, at times distracted. But | ask that Your Word, which | did hear today,
take root in my heart and bear fruit in my life, so that | may praise and thank you this
week. In your name | pray, Amen.

Other personal prayers may be found on pages 255-258 in the front of your blue Hymnal.

/\_//

Musician: Joel Putz
Worship Leader: Pastor Paul Bowe
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