IMMANUEL EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
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JESUS IS THE SAVIOR OF ALL PEOPLE
Epiphany Of Our Lord | January 4 & 7, 2024



Welcome

Thanks for being here! We truly pray that today you find the warmth of our Christian
hospitality, the powerful truth of God's Word and the peace-giving assurance of his
promises. If we can assist you in any way, please ask. We hope you worship with us again!

If Immanuel Is New to You:

Relax. At Immanuel, our worship is designed to praise God and enrich faith. We aim to
make the service clear and appropriately reverent. For your convenience, the service
is printed for you here as well as displayed on our screens.

Bring the kids. Our congregation really loves and encourages the worshiping family! In
fact, our worship will often include a children’s message with little ones in mind. If your
children are acting up, please know it’s never a bother to our worship service.
However, if you feel other worshipers could be distracted, parents who want to calm
their restless child are invited to use our lobby area with screens so that you may
continue your worship with us.

Restrooms are located in the lobby, just to the right of the elevator.

Make yourself at home. You don’t have to rush off after the service today. Light
refreshments are typically provided in our lobby after the 8:00 am service. If you are
comfortable, feel free to follow up with one of our Pastors - we’d be honored if you
would take the time to introduce yourself!

Don’t feel obligated. Our members give financial offerings to the Lord as an expression
of thanks and praise for his amazing love. Please know that you are our guests and
we’re simply happy you’ve come to hear about Jesus and his Word today. You're not
expected to give an offering; it’s your choice.

Cell phones. To remove as many distractions as possible from worshiping God today,
we kindly ask that you silence your phone before the service.

Questions? If you’d like to know more about our church
or our beliefs, or have questions about our PreK thru 8th

grade school, our pastors or principal would love to -'!'i

help. Feel free to contact them at any time (their contact s B

info is included on the announcement insert). You may

also browse the information counter in our lobby IMMAN U E l—
for magazines, brochures and devotional resources. LUTHERAN
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The Epiphany of Our Lord

The Service - Setting Two (blue CW Hymnal p172)

Opening Hymn - Songs of Thankfulness and Praise CW 386 v 1-4
10:30am - Baptism of Luna Zastrow CW 151
Stand
Invocation Exodus 20:24b
In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Confession 1John 1:8-10

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.
If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just

and will forgive us our sins

and purify us from all unrighteousness.

Let us confess our sins to the Lord.
Holy God, gracious Father,
I am sinful by nature
and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.
I have not loved you with my whole heart;
I have not loved others as | should.
| deserve your punishment both now and forever.
But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins
with his innocent suffering and death.
Trusting in him, | pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner.

Silence for meditation and personal confession



Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus
Christ, who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world.
Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, | forgive you all your sins in
the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Lord, Have Mercy Mark 10:47
In peace let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the
unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to
the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

Amen.
Glory to God in the Highest Luke 2:14
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Tune: Marty Haugen
Tune: © 1984 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: Onelicense no. 710931

The Word

Salutation Ruth 2:4, 2 Timothy 4:22
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.



Prayer of the Day
Let us pray.

Philippians 4:6

Lord God, by the leading of a star, you once made known to the nations your one and
only Son. Guide us, also, who know him now by faith to come at last to the perfect joy
of your heavenly glory; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Be seated

First Reading
5Then he spoke his message:

“The prophecy of Balaam son of Beor,
the prophecy of one whose eye sees clearly,
16the prophecy of one who hears the words of God,
who has knowledge from the Most High,
who sees a vision from the Almighty,
who falls prostrate, and whose eyes are opened:

17“] see him, but not now;
| behold him, but not near.
A star will come out of Jacob;
a scepter will rise out of Israel.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Song of Praise - Songs of Thankfulness and Praise
Grant us grace to see you, Lord,
mirrored in your holy Word.
May our lives and all we do
imitate and honor you
that we all like you may be
at your great epiphany

Numbers 24:15-17a

Isaiah 55:10-11

CW 386 v5



and may praise you, ever blest,
God in man made manifest.

Text: Christopher Wordsworth, 1807—-1885, alt.
Text: Public domain

Second Reading Romans 11:13-15; 28-32
131 am talking to you Gentiles. Inasmuch as | am the apostle to the Gentiles, | take
pride in my ministry *4in the hope that | may somehow arouse my own people to envy
and save some of them. *°For if their rejection brought reconciliation to the world,

what will their acceptance be but life from the dead?

28)s far as the gospel is concerned, they are enemies for your sake; but as far as
election is concerned, they are loved on account of the patriarchs, 2*for God’s gifts and
his call are irrevocable. 3°Just as you who were at one time disobedient to God have
now received mercy as a result of their disobedience, 3'so they too have now become
disobedient in order that they too may now receive mercy as a result of God’s mercy to
you. 32For God has bound everyone over to disobedience so that he may have mercy
on them all.

The Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God. Romans 10:17
Stand
Gospel Acclamation (10:30am — introduced by Junior Choir) Matthew 2:2
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Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews?
We saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.

Refrain



Tune: © 2010 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 710931

Gospel Matthew 2:1-12
IAfter Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, Magi
from the east came to Jerusalem 2and asked, “Where is the one who has been born
king of the Jews? We saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.”
3When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem with him. *When
he had called together all the people’s chief priests and teachers of the law, he asked
them where the Messiah was to be born. >“In Bethlehem in Judea,” they replied, “for
this is what the prophet has written:

6 ‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,

are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;
for out of you will come a ruler

who will shepherd my people Israe

I mnm

’Then Herod called the Magi secretly and found out from them the exact time the
star had appeared. 8He sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and search carefully for
the child. As soon as you find him, report to me, so that | too may go and worship him.”

SAfter they had heard the king, they went on their way, and the star they had seen
when it rose went ahead of them until it stopped over the place where the child was.
OWhen they saw the star, they were overjoyed. 110On coming to the house, they saw
the child with his mother Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped him. Then they
opened their treasures and presented him with gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh.
2And having been warned in a dream not to go back to Herod, they returned to their
country by another route.

The Gospel of the Lord.

Praise be to you, O Christ! John 20:31
Be seated
Hymn of the Day — How Lovely Shines the Morning Star CW 370 Wi-4



Sermon Romans 11:13-15; 28-32
God’s Grace Amazes Us
1. It provokes in order to save
2. It bankrupts in order to make rich

Stand

Nicene Creed Matthew 10:32-33
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is,
seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one being with the Father.

Through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary,
and became fully human.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.

He suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.

He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
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who in unity with the Father and the Son
is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Be seated

Prayer of the Church 1 Timothy 2:1-6
Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God and Mary’s Son, in the fullness of time you came into our
world to save us from sin and death.

You ushered in the day of grace so long foretold.

Beloved Son of the Father, revered by the Magi, baptized by John, you came preaching
and teaching, healing and comforting, forgiving and encouraging:

You brought the light of life to those walking in darkness, and the joy of salvation to
those doomed to death.

Prince of peace, shine like a beacon for us and the people of our world. Let the good
news of salvation be heard in the remotest corners of the earth. Open our own lips to
speak your name to those around us who still live without faith or hope:

Arouse us and our missionaries to flood the world with the light of your gospel.

Lord of the Church, let your peace rule our hearts that we may use our gifts to serve
you and each other in willing gratitude and joy. Watch over our loved ones near and
far, that they may remember your love and rejoice in your salvation. Strengthen the
faith of the sick and the disheartened. Give hope to those in despair and comfort those
who mourn.

Be gracious to all and lead us to reflect your love in everything we say and do.

Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence.

Silent prayer

11



Finally, bring us and all your believers to the heavenly home where we will stand in the
full light of your glory and with all your saints and angels sing the everlasting song of
triumph.

Amen.

Our Thank Offerings
“But who am I, and who are my people, that we should be able to give
as generously as this? Everything comes from you, and we have given
you only what comes from your hand.” - King David, 1 Chronicles 29:14

ilutheran.org/imhere
The Sacrament

Stand

Preface Lam 3:41, Lk 21:28, Col 3:1
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O
Lord, Holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who
lived among us as a human being and revealed his glory as your only Son, full of grace
and truth. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your
holy name and join their glorious song:

12



Holy, Holy, Holy Isaiah 6:3, Revelation 4:8
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Tune: Marty Haugen
Tune: © 1984, 1985 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: Onelicense no. 710931

Prayer of Thanksgiving 1 Corinthians 10:16
Lord God, you are worthy to receive thanks and praise from all people. You created the
world and all who live in it, and in your mercy you saved us. We give thanks to you for
the grace of your Son, Jesus Christ.

Though in very nature God, he took the nature of a servant and became obedient to

death, even death on a cross. He offered himself as a sacrifice for sin and redeemed us
from its curse and penalty. He rescued us from the terrors of death and restored
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eternal life with you. He conquered our enemies and gained for us the kingdom of
grace and glory.

Bless us as we receive your Son’s body and blood, and lead us to remember his
suffering, death, and resurrection. Forgive our sins and fill us with the hope of new life
in heaven. Hear our praise and receive our thanks as we worship you—the Father, the
Son, and the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Lord’s Prayer (10:30am — sung by Junior Choir) Matthew 6:9-12
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins,
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and forever. Amen.

Words of Institution Mt 26:26-28, Lk 22:19-20, Mk 14:22-24, 1 Cor 11:23-29
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had
given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; thisismy T
body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of

you; this is my T blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the
forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

14



The peace of the Lord be with you always.

Amen.
Jesus, Lamb of God John 1:29
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Be seated
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God’s Word speaks of the spiritual blessings of this Sacrament (Mt. 26:28) and warns against the
spiritual danger of being unprepared for this holy meal (1 Cor. 11:27-29). Because we deeply care
about you and don’t want to see anyone’s faith harmed, we ask that if you have not studied with
us or spoken with a pastor first, that you refrain from joining in the Sacrament today. We are not
judging your love for Jesus but rather displaying loving caution for all involved. Please feel free
to ask our pastors if you have questions. We are eager to listen and share over an open Bible.

Distribution

Distribution Hymns:

As with Gladness Men of Old CW 372
Jesus Shall Reign Where’er the Sun CW 380
Stand

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;
his mercy endures forever. Psalm 136

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 1 Corinthians 11:26

We give you thanks, O Lord, for the foretaste of the heavenly banquet you have given
us in this Sacrament. Through this gift you have fed our faith, nourished our hope, and
strengthened our love. By your Spirit, help us to live as your holy people until that day
when you will receive us as your guests at the wedding supper of the Lamb, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Blessing Numbers 6:24-26
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and T give you peace.
Amen.
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Hymn - How Lovely Shines the Morning Star CW 370 v5
Lift up the voice and strike the string,
let all glad sounds of music ring

in God’s high praises blended.
Christ will be with me all the way,
today, tomorrow, ev'ry day
till trav’ling days are ended.
Sing out, ring out
triumph glorious,
O victorious
chosen nation;
praise the God of your salvation.

Text: tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt.; Philipp Nicolai, 1556-1608, abr., adapt
Text: Public domain

Silent Prayer — feel free to use this silent prayer of thanks

Dear Jesus, thank you for your patience with me this morning. | came to listen and |
admit that | was, at times distracted. But | ask that Your Word, which | did hear today,
take root in my heart and bear fruit in my life, so that | may praise and thank you this

week. In your name | pray, Amen.

Other personal prayers may be found on pages 255-258 in the front of your blue Hymnal.

/\_//

Musician: Andrea Dolan
Worship Leader: Pastor Paul Bowe
Flowers: Christmas Poinsettias & Jan and Sally Carlson’s 50" Anniversary
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